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The Co-op Academy Oakwood is committed to safeguarding every student. We
acknowledge that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and ensure all of our staff are
trained to be vigilant and aware of the signs and indicators of abuse and understand and
follow safe working practices.

The viewpoints and voice of students is of paramount importance to our Academy and we
will always listen to their wishes, thoughts and feelings, as well as identifying and
supporting their needs. We will work alongside students to develop trusting, consistent and
professional relationships and show we care by advocating the early help processes where
possible. We will identify any difficulties or concerns early in order to act preventatively. We
will always provide support and advice for families and parents/carers, whilst acting in the
best interests of the student at all times and doing what matters most. Safeguarding also
includes ensuring we work in an open and honest way, enabling our students to feel safe by
providing a secure learning environment, are equally protected regardless of any barriers
they may face and are able to grow and develop in the same way as their peers.

Co-op Academy Oakwood safeguards students by:

● Maintaining a secure site and ensuring that all visitors to the Academy are recorded,
monitored and clear about how to raise a safeguarding concern should one arise.

● Ensuring that safer recruitment practices are followed to prevent those who pose a
risk to children gaining access to our students.

● Filtering and monitoring all internet traffic into the Academy to ensure that students
cannot be exposed to harmful material and communication.

● Ensuring that all staff employed by the Academy have received Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) clearance which is recorded in the Single Central Record

● Providing regular training and briefings for all staff in child protection and ensuring
that all staff and visitors know who our designated safeguarding officers and
designated senior lead are.

● Ensuring that admission and attendance procedures are robust to protect students,
ensure that they are safe and prevent students from going missing from education.

● Empowering young people to identify risks both within the Academy and in their
community; ensuring that they have the skills and confidence to help and protect
themselves and others.

● Making sure that all students understand the importance of reporting concerns
about themselves and peers and giving them the confidence to discuss sensitive
issues.

● Providing pastoral and inclusion support to ensure that all students have access to
guidance and advice, and when needed referrals for additional agency support to
meet their needs.

● Sharing information when appropriate with other agencies and services to ensure
that students, children and their families have support to meet their needs and
prevent students from harm or further harm

● Taking immediate action and contacting the appropriate agencies when we believe
that a student is in danger or is at risk of harm.



Co-op Academy Oakwood is committed to safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of all
of our pupils. We expect our staff, governors, wider professionals, volunteers and all other
stakeholders to share this commitment. All of our policies are underpinned and linked to
our safeguarding policy through this commitment.

Policy aims 
● To ensure that pupils use technology in school and out of school in an appropriate,

acceptable and safe manner.
● To ensure that we, as an academy, educate our pupils on how to acceptably use and

access technologies both within the academy and outside of the academy.
● To set out our expectations on the use of technology.

This policy links to our safeguarding policy, our computing policy and our online e-safety
policy.

As stated in KCSIE (2021):
All staff should be aware that technology is a significant component in many safeguarding
and wellbeing issues. Children are at risk of abuse online as well as face to face. In many
cases abuse will take place concurrently via online channels and in daily life. Children can
also abuse their peers online, this can take the form of abusive, harassing, and misogynistic
messages, the non-consensual sharing of indecent images, especially around chat groups,
and the sharing of abusive images and pornography, to those who do not want to receive
such content.

The breadth of issues classified within online safety is considerable, but can be categorised
into four areas of risk:
• content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate or harmful content, for example:
pornography, fake news, racism, misogyny, self-harm, suicide, anti-Semitism, radicalisation
and extremism.
• contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users; for example: peer
to peer pressure, commercial advertising and adults posing as children or young adults with
the intention to groom or exploit them for sexual, criminal, financial or other purposes’.
• conduct: personal online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or causes, harm; for
example, making, sending and receiving explicit images (e.g consensual and
non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi-nudes and/or pornography, sharing other
explicit images and online bullying;
• commerce - risks such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, phishing and or
financial scams. If you feel your pupils, students or staff are at risk, please report it to the
Anti-Phishing Working Group (https://apwg.org/).



Through our computing curriculum we have chosen to have a focus on using technology
safely so that our pupils can use technology in a confident manner which empowers them to
explore technology and its uses. The computing curriculum at Co-op Academy Oakwood
follows the National Curriculum and is based on the Primary Computing Scheme of Work
created by Knowsley CLC. In each curriculum year group, two units are dedicated to pupils
learning how to use technology in a safe, acceptable and responsible manner. This includes:
learning about online buddies, how to use search engines, technology beyond school,
about social networks as well as online safety dilemmas.

What we do to ensure the acceptable use of technology:
Content

- Our internet access is provided by School Broadband this includes Netsweeper, a
filtering system intended to prevent access to material inappropriate for children.

- We use ESafe software is a web based monitoring tool that currently monitors the
digital activity of users in schools and colleges across the UK. ESafe uses a
TripleLock system that combines a dynamic threat library, expert human behaviour
analysis, and intelligent detection technology which provides early warnings of risks
to the wellbeing and safety of those who are accessing the college’s network.

- ESafe technology is used for all pupil devices used by the academy including
Chromebooks which move between the academy and pupils’ homes. This monitors
the pupils’ use of academy technology and provides warnings about inappropriate
use.

- The use of devices in the academy is supervised by members of the academy staff.
- Staff are vigilant on the pupil's use of technology and access to the internet.
- Staff pre-select websites, apps and technology used by pupils in class.
- Staff are vigilant when pupils undertake searches when using search engines in

school time. ESafe is used to monitor searches and internet usage.
- When pupils use academy ChromeBooks at home, ESafe monitors the searches

made and internet usage.
- As part of the computing curriculum, pupils will be taught what is acceptable

content and how to alert adults if they see or experience something unacceptable.

Contact
- In the academy, Chromebooks will not be used to access social media and

messaging services.
- Google Classroom allows pupils to post to the class stream. This is used to comment

on both messages from staff and other pupils as well as work set by staff members.
The stream is monitored by the staff in the year group during school hours. During
holidays pupils are restricted from adding to the stream. Pupils are taught about
appropriate behaviour when using the stream such as only using kind comments and
only adding appropriate school related content. Incidents where pupils have used
the stream in an unacceptable manner are dealt with in line with the behaviour
policy. If the incident occurs outside of the academy, parents are informed and
reminded that when pupils are using academy Chromebooks and logins they must
supervise their children.



- Gmail is used by pupils - the stream is monitored by the staff in the year group
during school hours. During holidays pupils are restricted from adding to the stream.

- Google chat cannot be used by pupils and is restricted.
- Google Hangouts cannot be used and is restricted.
- Google Meet only allows pupils to join meetings and they cannot set up their own

meets.
- As part of the computing curriculum, pupils will be taught what is acceptable

contact and how to alert adults if they see or experience something unacceptable.

Conduct
- The use of devices in the academy is supervised by members of the academy staff.
- Staff are vigilant on the pupil's use of technology and access to the internet.
- As part of the computing curriculum, pupils will be taught what is acceptable

conduct and how to alert adults if they see or experience something unacceptable.

Commerce
- Our internet access is provided by School Broadband this includes Netsweeper, a

filtering system intended to prevent access to material inappropriate for children
such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, phishing and or financial scams.

- As part of the computing curriculum, pupils will be taught

Use of technology

Within the academy pupils only have access to technology belonging to the academy.

Mobile phones
Mobile phones are not permitted to be used in the academy by pupils. Pupils who bring a
mobile into the academy, for the purpose of walking home safely, will be asked to switch off
the device and place it in the technology box which will be stored in a cupboard until the
end of the school day where it is returned. Our Academy reserves the right to search the
content of any mobile or handheld devices on the school premises where there is a
reasonable safeguarding suspicion that it may contain undesirable material, including those
which promote pornography, violence or bullying. Where parents or students need to
contact each other during the school day, they should do so only through the Academy’s
main telephone.

Email and GoogleClassroom
All pupils are allocated a Google login when starting the academy. This will give them
access to a range of G-Suite resources including Gmail and Google Classroom.

In the academy, Chromebooks will not be used to access social media and messaging
services.

Google Classroom and allows pupils to post to the class stream. This is used to comment
on both messages from staff and other pupils as well as work set by staff members. The



stream is monitored by the staff in the year group during school hours. During holidays
pupils are restricted from adding to the stream. Pupils are taught about appropriate
behaviour when using the stream such as only using kind comments and only adding
appropriate school related content. Incidents where pupils have used the stream in an
unacceptable manner are dealt with in line with the behaviour policy. If the incident occurs
outside of the academy, parents are informed and reminded that when pupils are using
academy Chromebooks and logins they must supervise their children.

Google chat cannot be used by pupils and is restricted.

Google Hangouts cannot be used and is restricted.

Google Meet only allows pupils to join meetings and they cannot set up their own meets.

Gmail is used by pupils. Authorised staff may monitor, intercept, access, inspect, record and
disclose telephone calls, e-mails, instant messaging, internet/intranet use and any other
electronic communications (data, voice or image) involving its pupils to ensure that they are
using the technology in an acceptable manner.  This may be to confirm or obtain academy
business related information; to confirm or investigate compliance with academy policies,
standards and procedures; to ensure the effective operation of academy ICT; for quality
control or training purposes; to comply with a Subject Access Request under the Data
Protection Act 1998, or to prevent or detect crime.



Academy Student Acceptable Use – Agreement / eSafety Rules

● I will only use technology in the for learning purposes and activities that have been
set by a member of staff

● I will only log on with my own user name and password
● I will keep my passwords safe and not tell anyone
● I will only use my academy email address when in the academy or using an academy

Chromebook
● I will be responsible for my behaviour when online: this includes the content I

access, the contact I make as well as my conduct.
● I will make sure that all online communications with students, teachers or others are

acceptable.
● I will report any material that makes me feel uncomfortable or that is not suitable.

● I will not give out any personal information such as name, phone number or address.

● I will stay safe online by keeping private information private.

● I will not arrange to meet people who I only have an online relationship with.

● I will stay within the filtering system that is used in the academy.
● I will not download or install software on academy technologies
● I will respect the privacy and ownership of others’ work on-line at all times
● I understand that all my use of the Internet, email and other related technologies

can be monitored and logged and can be made available to my teachers
● I understand that these rules are designed to keep me safe and that if they are not

followed, academy sanctions will be applied and my parent/carer may be contacted.


